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So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. PAYNE of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, during
rollcall vote No. 727 on House Resolution 238
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been
present I would have voted ‘‘no.’’

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 727 I was in a meeting on the agri-
culture trade provisions, but had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, on rollcall No. 727 I was inad-
vertently detained, but had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 2425.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

f

MEDICARE PRESERVATION ACT OF
1995

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 238 and rule
XXIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2425.

b 1132

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2425) to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to preserve and reform the
Medicare Program, with Mr. LINDER in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. ARCHER] will be recognized

for 45 minutes, the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. GIBBONS] will be recog-
nized for 45 minutes, the gentleman
from Virginia [Mr. BLILEY] will be rec-
ognized for 45 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. DINGELL]
will be recognized for 45 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. ARCHER].

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, today marks a great
and historic occasion. With the action
we are about to take, we will perform
lifesaving legislative surgery on our
Nation’s vital Medicare Program.

In just 74 days, for the first time in
the 30-year history of Medicare, the
Government will begin a year in which
it spends more Medicare money than it
takes in. I repeat, this has never hap-
pened before.

That is why the action we are taking
today is so very important.

This bill saves Medicare for seniors.
It preserves Medicare for 50-year-olds,
and it tells young voters to have faith
in their Government. We Republicans
have long-term solutions, and we are
determined to protect Medicare for
them, too, without raising their taxes.

Our bill is innovative, bold, and vi-
sionary. It is long term. When it comes
to a program as important as Medicare,
nothing else is acceptable.

Under our bill, seniors will have the
right to freely choose the Medicare
plan that best suits their needs, includ-
ing staying in the present fee for serv-
ice system, and to keep their own doc-
tor, keep their own hospital, and keep
their own plan, if that is their pref-
erence. It is their choice to make, and
no one in government will force that
choice.

For the first time, Medicare will give
seniors access to the same kind of
health care plans that are available in
the private sector, many of which in-
clude benefits that are not currently
available under Medicare.

We also have to ask, why should not
seniors have the same choices like Con-
gressman do? Under Medicare-plus,
they will. And to make certain our so-
lution is long term, we protect the sav-
ings, thanks to a proposal of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ENG-
LISH], language in this bill guarantees
that the savings cannot be used for tax
cuts.

The Democrats know that we paid for
our tax cuts, more than paid for them,
last spring, before we ever got into
Medicare. This bill is about saving
Medicare for Medicare’s sake.

Our bill powerfully and effectively
cracks down on fraud and abuse. It re-
wards seniors who discover fraudulent
practices. It doubles civil penalties and
creates new criminal penalties against
those who commit fraud.

As I mentioned earlier, our solution
is long term. It saves Medicare for the
next generation. This contrasts with
the Democrats’ quick fix approach, a
Band-Aid approach, designed to save
themselves for the next election.
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